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but in either case the strange demand was to
be made that the dispensation was to cover the
case of the bride and bridegroom being con-
nected within the prohibited degrees of affinity.1
Knight saw Wolsey on his way through
France and hoodwinked him as to his true
mission by means of a bogus set of instructions,
though the Cardinal was evidently suspicious
and ill at ease. This was on the i2th September
1527, and less than a fortnight later Wolsey
hurried homeward. When he had set forth from
England three months before he seemed to hold
the King in the hollow of his hand. Private
audience for him was always ready, and all doors
flew open at his bidding. But when he appeared
on the 3Oth September at the palace of Rich-
mond, and sent one of his gentlemen to inquire
of the King where he would receive him, Anne
1 The dispensation asked for was to permit Henry to marry a woman,
even if she stood in the first degree of affinity, *'either by reason of licit
or illicit connection/' provided she was not the widow of his deceased
brother. This could only refer to the fact that Mary Boleyn, Anne's
sister, had been his mistress, and that Henry desired to provide against
all risk of a disputed succession arising out of the invalidity of the
proposed marriage. By the canon law previous to 1533 no difference
had been made between legitimate and illegitimate intercourse so far
as concerned the forbidden degrees of affinity between husband and
wife. In that year (1533) when Henry's marriage with Anne had just
been celebrated, an Act of Parliament was passed setting- forth a list
of forbidden degrees for husband and wife, and in this the affinities by
reason of illicit intercourse were omitted. In 1536, when Anne was
doomed, another Act was passed ordering every man who had married
the sister of a former mistress to separate from her and forbidding such
marriages in future. Before Henry's marriage with Anne, Sir George
Throgmorton mentioned to him the common belief that Henry had
carried on a liaison with both the stepmother and the sister of Anne.
*f Never with the mother" replied the King; "nor with the sister either,"
added Cromwell. But most people will conclude that the King^s remark
was an admission that Mary Boleyn was his mistress. (Friedmann's
"Anne Boleyn," Appendix B.)